THE    CHILDREN   S    OMNIBUS

CHAPTER    FOURTEEN

What became of Giglio

THE  idea of marrying such an old creature as
Gruffanuff frightened Prince  Giglio so that he
ran up to his room, packed his trunks, fetched in a
couple of porters, and was off to the diligence office
in a twinkling.

It was well that he was so quick in his operations,
did not dawdle over his luggage, and took the early
coach, for as soon as the mistake about Prince Bulbo
was found out, that cruel Glumboso sent up a couple
of policemen to Prince Giglio's room, with orders that
he should be carried to Newgate, and his head taken
off before twelve o'clock. But the coach was out of
the Paflagonian dominions before two o'clock; and I
daresay the express that was sent after Prince Giglio
did not ride very quick, for many people in Paflagonia
had a regard for Giglio, as the son of their old
sovereign: a Prince who, with all his weaknesses, was
very much better than his brother the reigning,
usurping, lazy, careless, passionate, tyrannical, reign-

286